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Project
expected to
create jobs

FWE years of hard work have
paid off with the recommenda- &=
tion this week from the Queens- §
land coordinator-general for a
marina and business develop-
ment on the Caboolture River
North Harbour, which will be 8
bigger than Sanctuary Cove, =8
will transform degraded former
pine plantation and cane land
into a $628 million residential
and business park precinct that
includes a marina, golf course
and conservation areas. :
It is on the eastern side of the &=
highway and south of the Cab- g
colture River e
This is the shot in the arm the |
loeal economy has been waiting
for as it is anticipated there will
be 1500 jobs during construction
and 13,600 full-time positions in
the completed development. 2,
Chief executive Jeff Smith #
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to bring this project to the Cab- %
polture region.
“Our company certainly saw !r

% i

the appomm:tm in this re-
gion,” he said.

# The coordinator-general's re-
i commendation follows an ex-
haustive environmental impact
study and extensive community e
consultation and comes five 2
wvears after the developer, North- §
east Business Park Pty Ltd, first &
lodged its development applica- [

tion.
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ON TRACK: North-east Business [
Park’s North Harbour project has .-
& taken a big step towards becom- §
i ing areality.  Proto: Contributed [
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North Harbour bigger than Sanctuary Cove
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THE recommendation consi-
dered the overall benefit of the
master-planned community in
terms of jobs, provision of
housing, and environmental
improvements to the badly de-
eraded site.

The company now plans to
lodge applications with More-
ton Bay Regional Council to en-
able eonstruction on the first
stage early next year. It plans to
start with the development of
small lot business premises,

Mr Smith said there was al-
ready strong interest,

The site, adjacent to the
Bruce Highway and eight kilo-
metres upstream from More-
ton Bay enjoys a nine kilo-
metre river frontage that
makes it an ideal location for
the marine industry.

“We have a number of local
and regional businesses, In-
cluding boat builders, who
have already expressed inter-
est in being among the first to
move in,” Mr Smith said.

“This approval is the result
of five years of hard work and
we're delighted to now be mov-
ing forward,” he said.

Mr Smith said the project

would deliver economic diver-
sification by providing higher
skilled jobs, attractive living
and working environments
and lifestvle opportunities in
line with the requirements of
the South East Gueensland Re-
gional Plan, The master plan
includes the development of
160 hectares of business park
land and more than 150 hec-
tares of mixed density residen-
tial development. Almast half
of the site would be set aside as
open space with environmen-
tal buffer zones and active and
passive recreation areas. Sig-
nificant marine works are pro-

posad, including construction
of a marina and dredging of the
navigation channel, in the low-
er reaches of the Caboolture
River.

An environmental impact
study has shown the project is
also set to deliver a significant
improvement to the Caboolture
River with better control of
stormwater, reducing turbidi-
ty and excess nutrients in the
water

The study has shown the riv-
er is badly degraded with high
levels of phosphorous and ni-
trogen from agricultural run-
off,
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Mareton

Central Chamber president
Caboolture chamber president Adam Leishman.

Project is supported

Mic

PORT Binnli chief executive office Jeff
Smith said he was delighted that since
the first announcement of the North
Harbour development five vears ago, the
business community had embraced the
praject.

Commerce Caboolture  president
Adam Leishman welcomed the announ-
cement, saving North Harbour would de-
liver much-needed johs and investment
to the area.

“This is a fantastic project and the lo-
cal business community is excited by the
opportunities and very positive profile
the project will deliver for the region,”
he said. }

CBD Traders president Terry Gollant
said the project was needed for the re-
gion to provide jobs for the future to stop
the migration of young people from the
region.

Moreton Central chamber president

Michael Kennedy said it was a great deci-
sion by the state government on three
counts — it was good for the environment,
for the community and for local busi-
ness. CADET's Greg Poulmey said CA-
DET was the lead agency for employ-
ment and training for the business park.

“We will run a series of training and
employment programs as the develop-
ment rolls out, based on the skills that
are needed,” he said.
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